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MESSAGE

I 'am pleased to know that the Shreemati Nathibai Damodar
Thackersey Women's University (SNDT) is publishing its monthly
newsletter ‘Sanskruta’ in the digital form.

The SNDT Women's University established by Bharat Ratna
Maharshi Karve in the year 1916 has brought about a silent
transformation in the lives of millions of women. There is hardly any
field today that has not been conquered by women. However efforts
are needed to encourage more women to become entrepreneurs and
creators of employment. It is only appropriate that the University is
launching its digital publication ‘Sanskruta’ to reach out to its
students, teachers, alumni and staff. Association of alumni will
definitely help the University and its students.

I congratulate the SNDT Women's University for its decision to

publish a multilingual digital newsletter and wish the publication all
Success.

e s
(Bhagat Singh Koshyari)
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Dr. Kavit Pandya - Assistant
Professor in Department of
Gujarati won award for Best
Research ( Ph. D.)on first
number from Gujarat
Sahitya Akademi,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
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Workshop on SNDT WU

Electronic Resources

ith the covid pandemic
receding in Maharashtra,
the SNDT Women’s

University BharatRatna Maharshi
Karve Knowledge Resource Centre
organised one day workshop for the

University spends on electronic
resources, the Pro Vice Chancellor
Prof. Ruby Ojha stressed to achieve
return on investment by increasing
the usage of databases. 42
librarians  from Maharashtra

librarians of its affiliated, conducted

and autonomous colleges on
Electronic Resources on March 11,
2022. The Director of the
Knowledge Resource Centre Dr.
Subhash Chavan emphasized on use
of electronic resources considering
the changing role of librarians.
Taking into account the amount that

witnessed detailed presentations
from the vendors like APA Psych
Articles, Emerald Publishing,
EPWRF, Proquest, Sage and
Knimbus. Major take away from the
workshop was understanding the
information available in the
electronic resources and how to
access it.
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is celebrated every year

on March 8 to promote
gender equality and to
encourage people to come
together to make the world a
more equitable place. On this
day 8th march 2022, of blood donation
and tree plantation was organized by
the SNTD University, Churchgate

International Women’s Day
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" International Women’s Day Celebration

campus. Where Maharashtra State’s

Educational Minister Uday Samant was
the chief guest and special guest Sonali
Patankar were present on this occasion
along with VC Dr. Ujwala Chakradeo,

PVC Dr. Ruby Ojha and Register Dr
Subhash Waghmare were present. All

branches Dean, HOD, Professor, staff
from all the Institutes and students
were also present.
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Dr. Jaswandi Wamburkar’s talk
in the University of Oxford

r. Jaswandi Wamburkar
D (Head and Associate

professor Department of
History) was invited to make a
presentation in the International
conference on Maharashtra
organised by the University of
Oxford between 21-25 September
2021 (online) on ‘Circulation in
Maharashtra from antiquity to the
present day’.

The conference tried to explore
various themes concerning History
of Maharashtra stretching across
ancient to modern period covering
wide range of themes such as
Medieval Bhakti literature, modern
Dalit and Muslim Marathi literature,
Marathi travelogues and some key

figures such as Prabodhankar
Thakare, history  writing on
Chhatrapati Shivaji Mabharaj,
Annabhau Sathe’s writings to
mention a few.

Dr. Jaswandi in her paper
‘Marathi  Women’s Magazines:

Transmitter of Feminism’ made an
attempt to investigate an unexplored
area of women’s magazines which
has occupied a less central space in
media and media research. She
presented the contribution of the
four Marathi women’s magazines
namely ‘Gruhlakshmi’ (June 1927-
May 1931) ‘Stree’ (1930-1986),
‘Mahila’ (July 1933-November 1936)
and ‘Navi Gruhlakshmi’ (January
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1934-December 1935) in the
diffusion of feminist consciousness
in the Marathi-speaking society
across the nation. The magazine
Gruhlakshmi’ was launched by Tara
Tilak and Piroj Anandakar in 1927,
Mai Varerkar launched the monthly
magazine ‘Mahila’ (meaning woman)
in July 1933. Influenced by the
nationalist, feminist and progressive
ideas of his times, Shankarrao
Kirloskar launched Stree in 1930.

She summarized that the editors
of Stree handled the financial aspect
of the magazine with equal care and
competence making it commercially
a successful enterprise. She further
pointed out that the editors along
with its trained staff implemented
different innovative ideas, provided
its readers a platform for discussions
and debates and accommodated the
diverse viewpoints on many
contemporary issues concerning
women of those times.

he department of
Economics at SNDT
Women’s University,

Mumbai, conducted a special
lecture on “understanding the
Union Budget 2022-23” on 26th
February 2022. Shri. Mangesh
Soman, the Joint President and
Head, Corporate Economics Cell
at Aditya Birla Group was the
key resource person for the
lecture. during this lecture Dr.
Rohini Kasabe has relesed her
book, “Socio-Economic
condition of Tribal Beneficiaries
under MGNERA in Murbad
Taluka of Thane District” in the
program.

The lecture began with pre-
budget scenario and the existing
fiscal pressures, the effect of
pandemic and global economic
instability leading to deficit
financing strategy adopted by
the Union government for this
fiscal. In-depth analysis of - a
higher fiscal deficit of 6.4% for
FY 2022-23; involuntary revenue
expenditure side which had
impacted the deficit was done.
After a thorough overview of the
fiscal arithmetic of the
government, the policy intent of
the budget was decoded.

UNDERSTANDING UNION
BUDGET 2022-23

BOOK RELEASE OF DR. ROHINI KASABE

Interpretation of the
government’s focus on
improving recovery and boosting
growth in the medium term; the
impact of increased capital
expenditure on several sectors,
asset monetization pipeline and
divestment were discussed.

Overall the budget was
commendable, realistic in goals
and approach which is a
necessity in current times. In the
Q&A session after, many
students including Hon. Prof.
Ruby Ojha ma’am, asked
questions to the speaker to
which he addressed gladly. The
entire program was conducted
successfully.

Workshop on
Behavioral Safety in
the Education Sector

he Department of

I Psychology, SNDT Women'’s

University, Churchgate had

organized a National Level

Workshop on Behavioral Safety in
the Education Sector.

The Workshop began with the
warm welcome address given by
Dr. Nilesh Thakre, Head of
Psychology Department, SNDT
Women'’s University. The
Programme was introduced by
Prof. Shankar Murthy, Dean, NITIE.
Dr. Harbans Lal Kaila, Director of
the Forum of Behavioral Safety
conveyed the Context setting. The
Vice Chancellor of SNDT Women'’s
University, Prof. Ujwala Chakradeo
delivered the Inaugural speech.
Prof. Manoj Tiwari, Director, NITIE,
Mumbai gave the special address.
Dr. Gautam Gawali addressed the
audience about the at-risk
behaviors that students engage in.
Reflections of the workshop were
provided by Mr.  Shankar
Rajagopalan and Mr.
Sivaramkrishna Rao. The students,
faculty members and the Directors
of various institutions present were
requested to provide their
reflections about the Workshop as
awhole. Concluding remarks were
issued by Mr. K K Sharma and the
final vote of Thanks was delivered
by Dr. Suresh K. Singh.
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Lighting and Graduation
Ceremony Of Nursmg College

eelabai Thackersey college of nursing is conducted
college of SNDT WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY, Mumbai

since 1952. It is the first college to provide B.Sc,

M.Sc and P.hD nursing program.

Recently, candle lighting and graduation ceremony was
held in Patkar Hall at SNDT Women's University, Mumbai.
Dr. Mohan Joshi, Dean of L.T. M.G hospital, Sion was the
Chief guest for the function. Dr. Sonali Rode, Joint Director,
Higher and Technical Education,Mumbai was the guest of
honour. The Vice Chancellor of SNDT Women's University,
Professor Dr. Ujjwala Chakradev presided over the function
and addressed the graduates and postgraduates.

Madam welcomed 1st yr B.Sc nursing students and
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congratulated the graduates wished them a successful
career ahead. Madam also praised the graduates for their
dedicated work during Covid pandemic. Total 195
undergraduate students, 28 post graduate students with
48 graduates were present for the function.

The students were honoured with various awards like
Gold medal, for standing 1st in B.Sc.Nursing and
M.Sc.Nursing respectively and students were also
awarded a trophy in various Nursing subjects .Student
were also awarded for obtaining first class in Nursing in
all Four years. General proficiency 1st place and 2nd place
were awarded to students for their over all performance
of four year.
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Women’s University is the first

women’s university in India and in
South East Asia. It has a glorious tradition of
106 years. The university has its headquarter
at Churchgate campus, Mumbai and the other
two at Karve road in Pune and at Juhu in
Mumbai. This article is not a detailed account
but a cursory glance at the landmarks of the
achievements of the university.

In the month of December of 1915,
Bhartaratna Maharshi Dhondo Keshav Karve
came across a booklet of a women’s university
in Japan and the idea of founding a women’s
university struck to his mind. In the
presidential speech delivered in the Social
Science Conference of Indian National
Congress, Maharshi Karve made an
announcement of the women’s university and
within a span of just six months, the university
was established on 3rd June 1916 with the
name Bharatvarsheeya Mabhila Vidyapeeth
(The Indian Women’s University) in Pune.

The university was inaugurated by Dr.
Ramkrishna Bhandarkar --a strong champion
of women’s education and Prathanasamajist as
the first chancellor of the university. Wrangler
Raghunath P. Paranjape was the first Vice
Chancellor of the university. The first five
students who graduated from the university
were Varubai Shevade, Kamalabai Deshpande,
Gangubai Patwardhan, Revatibai Karve and
Godavari Ketkar. Sir Vithaldas Thackersey
donated generous grant to the university on
certain conditions and thereafter the university
received its name Shreemati Nathibai
Damodar Thackersey Women’s University.

Maharshi Karve did pioneering work in the
field of female education with the
establishment of Anathbalikashram (1899) and
Mahila Vidyalaya (1907). The foundation of
the women’s university was the triumph of
Karve’s diligent efforts and dauntless
optimism; It was also the manifestation of the
changing psyche of the Indian society towards
women.

Some of the life members and students of
the Ashram contributed immensely for the
growth of the university. Parvatibai Athavale,
Gangubai Tambole, Kamalabai Deshpande,
Seetabai Annigeri, Banutai Aho, Balutai Khare
alias Malatibai Bedekar, Sharadabai Sathe and

S hreemati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey

many others played a significant role in the
initial years of the university. The university
was fortunate to receive many devoted male-
associates of Karve such as Narayan Athavale,
Gopal Chiplunkar, Vasudeo Maydeo, Vaman
Abaji Modak, Vaman Malhr Joshi to mention
a few. The government of India conferred
Bharatratna - the highest civilian award on
Mabharshi Karve in 1958.

In 1939, the first convocation of the
university was held in the gracious presence
of Mahatma Gandhi, Saradar Patel, Sarojini
Naidu, Subhash Chandra Bose and Hansa
Mehta. In 1941, the university celebrated its
silver  jubilee ~when Dr. Sarvapalli

were included in the curriculum such as Home
Science,  Physiology, @ Hygiene and
Psychology, History and Sociology .

The women came out of houses on large
scale in the thirties and forties to participate in
the Indian national movement. During the
Second World War (1939-1945) women began
to work in various domains as nurses, doctors,
professors, artists and journalists. In the post-
indepedence period, it was envisaged that
women should be equal partner with men in
the nation-building process. The university
made an attempt to meet the growing
aspirations of the new generation women.

During 1947 to 1975, new courses on

REMINISCENCES OF THE PAST

Radhakrishnan presided over the function.

The first headquarter of the university was
Pune. Later in 1936, it was shifted to
Mumbai. Under the able leadership of Sir
Sitaram Patkar, the Vice-Chancellor (1930-
31) and Chancellor of the university
(1932-46), the university received statutory
recognition in 1951. Shreemati Premlilaben
Thackersey played a significant role in her
tenure of the Vice Chancellorship by
collecting large sums and continuously
donating funds for the development and
expansion of the university.

A university truly reflects the ethos of its
time. The main objective of the women’s
university was to impart higher education to
women in mother tongue. The realities
pertaining to women gradually changed and
subsequently the courses and curriculum also
changed in the course of time in the twentieth
century. Initially, the university used to offer
degrees such as Gruhitgama (Graduate in arts)
and Pradeygama (Master of arts). The subjects
suitable to the role of women as homemaker

Nursing, Home Science, Food and Nutrition,
Education, Textile, Fine arts, Painting and
Music were introduced which were very
popular among the students.

In 1964, the university was granted a plot
of 21 acres at Juhu (Mumbai) wherein the
third campus of the university was built. Indira
Gandhi, the then prime Minister of India
inaugurated the Golden Jubilee of the
university in the year 1966 whereas Dr. Zakir
Hussain , President of India presided over the
concluding function of the Jubilee in 1967.

1975 was declared as the Women’s year.
The women’s movements and the feminist
movements of the seventies brought a new
consciousness among Indian women. The first
women’s studies centre in India was
established in the university in 1974. The new
wave came up with the thought that women
are capable of working in all the fields and
streams. In the subsequent years, many new
professional degree and diploma courses in
various disciplines such as science, commerce,
engineering, pharmacy, technical education,

fashion designing, jewellery designing,
management, computer science, law were
started in the university.

The motto of the university is - an
enlightened woman is a source of infinite
strength. The ethos of the university has been
truly reflected in the university song Sanskruta
Stree Parashakti.

A university is genuinely recognized by its
students, professors, administrators and
leaders. The university has given thousands of
capable women to the nation who have left
their marks in various fields.

Faculty, principals and scholars such as
Vaman Malhar Joshi, G. B. Sardar, Sharayu
Bal, S. G. Malashe, Shakuntala Shah, Neera
Desai, Sudha Desai, Mani Kamerkar, Galdys
Sigamany, Suresh Dalal, H. V. Inamdar, Vijaya
Rajadhyaksha, Maithreyi Krishnaraj, Meera
Kosambi, Mariamma Varghese, Neeta
Ramayya, noted singer Prabha Atre - the
recipient of the all three Padma awards and
celebrated singer Veena Sahastrabuddhye and
many others were the torch bearers of the
university.

Educationist Anutai Wagh, social
workers - Gangutai Patwardhan, Mrunalini
Desai, Subhadra Shroff, and Sumati Vaidya,
renowned Marathi writers and scholars such
as Balutai Khare, Krishnabai Mote,
Sanjeevani Marathe and Padma Gole; theatre
artists such as Vandana Gupte and Bharati
Acharekar, singers Pramila Datar and Shruti
Sadolikar, activists Pramila Dandvate and
Flavia Agnes are the distinguished alumnae of
the university. The list is unending! It is not
possible to record the names of all of them
here. The Newsletter will make an attempt to
publish the achievements of the alumnae in
its forthcoming issues.

In 2016 , the university completed its
glorious hundred years. S.N.D.T. Women’s
University is the first choice of thousands of
female students. The university has expanded
its branches in seven states. It is striving hard
to cater to the demands and challenges of the
new millennium. It has truly become a
platform to reach new horizons for the new
generation of Indian women.

¥ Dr. Jaswandi Wamburkar
(HOD-History)
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STRY OF EDUCATION, NEW DELHI

Inauguration by
Hon. Shri Bhagat Singh Koshyari Ji
Chancellor, SNDT Women's University &
Governor of Maharashtra

National Seminar

The Role of Indian Languages in Nation Building
on

Tuesday, 22nd March 2022
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Please send all your articles on sanskritanewsletter@sndt.ac.in, it should be in news format with high resolution photographs.
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