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Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How | wonder what you arel!
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How | wonder what you are, My heart, My heart!
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I come and stand at every door
But no one hears my silent tread
I'knock and yet remain unseen

For I am dead, for I am dead.

I'm only seven although I died



In Hiroshima long ago
I'm seven now as [ was then

When children die they do not grow.

My hair was scorched by swirling flame
My eyes grew dim, my eyes grew blind
Death came and turned my bones to dust

And that was scattered by the wind.

Ineed no fruit, I need no rice
I need no sweet, nor even bread

I ask for nothing for myself

For I am dead, for I am dead.

All that I ask is that for peace
You fight today, you fight today
So that the children of this world

May live and grow and laugh and play.
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This song of mine will wind its music around you,
my child, like the fond arms of love.

The song of mine will touch your forehead
like a kiss of blessing.

When you are alone it will sit by your side and
whisper in your ear, when you are in the crowd

it will fence you about with alooftness.

My song will be like a pair of wings to your dreams,
it will transport your heart to the verge of the unknown.

It will be like the faithful star overhead
when dark night is over your road.

My song will sit in the pupils of your eyes,
and will carry your sight into the heart of things.

And when my voice is silenced in death,
my song will speak in your living heart.
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Tonight | want to step out of my heart
And walk under the stars...
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I could not go to sleep
because you were dreaming of me...
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| saw myself in your eyes
& thinking about your soul
O oleander white

| saw myself in your eyes
& thinking about your mouth
O Oleander red.

| saw myself in your eyes
but saw that you were dead
O Oleander black.
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The bones of the dead are tender ice
that knows how to crumble

and become dust on the lips

of the ones who loved them

and these lips can no longer kiss.

The bones of the dead

can do more than living flesh

Even disjointed, they make mighty chains
keeping us submissive and captive
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Angel of gaiety, have you tasted grief?
Shame and remorse and sobs and weary spite
And the vague terrors of the fearful night
That crush the heart like a crumpled leaf?
Angel of gaiety, have you tasted grief?

Angel of health, did you ever know pain
which like an exile trails his tired footfalls
the cold length of the white infirmary walls
with lips compressed, seeking the sun in vain?
Angel of health, did ever you know pain?



Angel of beauty, do you wrinkles know?
Know you the fear of age, the torment vile
of reading secret horror in the smile

of eyes your eyes have loved since long ago?
Angel of beauty, do you wrinkles know?
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To die, but far away

Not here

where everything is crooked, conspiracy of life,
including other deaths

To die, but far away

Not here

where dying is already a betrayal
a greater betrayal than elsewhere

To die far away,

not here

where everyone of us sleeps

always in the same place

even though we always wake somewhere else

To die far away

not here

To die where no one waits for us
where there is a place to die
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